
Collecting Antique Prints of Lighthouses

By Loren Graham

efore the advent  of

                    photography the best way to                                                                1 
present images in multiple 1*/2 --

6                    copies to readers
of

books                                                                 
and newspapers and to art

collectors was the print, usually made by
'."...i--:.=

pressing onto paper an engraved or etched
plate of metal that had been inked.

Starting                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
in the seventeenth century and continuing
until the early twentieth, many thousands

of prints were produced.   Some of them were                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
of considerable artistic value, created by - \If.      9
engravers of distinction. Displaying framed
prints, often colored or tinted, on the walls                                                            , · -   7 1,1
of one's residence was

considered to be a                                                                  f-,  mark of sophistication and culture.   In the                                                i
late seventeenth century the centers of .

- t :
, .It

printmaking were in France, Holland, and
; i .1 1                  ..4       9Italy, but during the eighteenth century                             i lit. 11                        :,·,1,·ri     'k'  *t

1 .: / 1,

England gradually won a favored place. In f W#. ; v '1111*,.    1...   ;:"
·,dz'.1 v -,1 1.*. 1     1,5 6

the nineteenth century prints were produced
  »,·" 1in many European countries and in the

United States. .. 3»
Among the favorite subjects of print

makers were architectural monuments:
palaces, public buildings - and lighthouses. »1 1 9The golden age of the print coincided with                                                                                                            5,

'

fithat of the flourishing of lighthouses
-E-18- -'  '11themselves, a time when the maritime ---  .1-1  1               0:

, --'.76#-F   ipowers were expanding their trade routes
, "  --  1'Lo

throughout the world, establishing colonies 7---_ 1             . .

" -i:;1 11 7,in the Americas, Africa, and Asia, and -1
 -4..e. 
../. ...       ...

building lighthouses along the way to , tr     ArrIB'-f
illuminate and secure their commerce. In 29 9
many cases these lighthouses possessed *1  1; fl Ir , SM& 16,4-6F„i.-J iii ir-- .., , e „

distinctive designs, and some of their lilI. 11, -Ii. 7                -
architects were quite famous. Both the P. d   W,i'*t-

-1 '1=127  74governments of the oceanic powers and their
, 19*9  .4¤"EZ---  ,

knowledgeable citizens took pride in these 1 #-E, 11 -lilI "_  A

structures and they frequently commissioned

and purchased lighthouse prints, creating a Y'.'/'>Ail...
print market in cities such as London, Paris                                                          -      ..Ii,Ii,Ii,w #11r*i,4,1._

-t   Ha S  

and New York.  The British Admiralty and - - -    - r.-3-7= - -'.2 1'- 2171Ffbs;**#. -4-40-3 - -Mvitp  LA     ---the French government commissioned prints ...      '    -*-
of harbors and lighthouses, including those
in their far-flung colonies. British, French, Image #1 - An 18th century print of Henry Winstanley's first Eddystone lighthouse.
and American newspapers and magazines, U. S. Lighthouse Society print.
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such as The Illustrated London News, La
France de nos jours, and Harper's Weekly,
commonly featured prints of lighthouses,
along with stories about shipwrecks and
storms.  As a result, hundreds of original
and interesting antique lighthouse prints
still exist today, and make appropriate and
interesting objects for collectors.

In some cases the lighthouses depicted
· in prints no longer exist, so the best visual-..

. .-,   ........4'.-    -3-: ..'A-:-. representations we possess  of them today
' *·     .--  "  -·-  _ are inprints, which are more aesthetically

1    -  --· r  -     pleasing and interesting than architectural
-       - plans, which usually did not portray the

._--...   .-*... 1.... - - surroundings of land and sea inthe graphic
1

- -1
; .... r. . way in which the print makers often did.*-.1  ,:, CL ' '14..'.  - ,·                 -i. -04        ,   .i .... .--·.r  ---  ,-1.r".-*I"J,-     - -,0..':id: Furthermore, print makers frequently-.,---its .           ...  .

22-*t'e-4.... ..:.- '.    1    . 1. .." .   . . .4 -1-   -1-_.,946 -1 kif,$:,ii:..  1..·      portrayed  famous  calamities  at  or  near.-- - ·019. ..7 ./  · ·0
'36 .62 :Ge-9.--    ..\\   I :.  K.4  '1-=>- 24401&71ASrl-»*':;,•'r: 6'.  .  ., .

4  4,'79;-  144,65fi- i,f"3 4;f·4* 0ffiff.hE.142;4&£,purft-*'-Trrf,c#EE
lighthouses, relying on their imaginations

.ill  It - - -62£KILLAr'j 821-7.    - to supply the details.  Thus, in the case of
44.-

.

M,----7/„ri-#--5/4.#tr  
the famous Eddystone light, we not only

P"g«nt
117 have prints of Henry Winstanley's marvelous

-       - Tl  - -FT p; .™1"-11&/a/r massive lighthouse of 1699, commissioned..=«*»= -    - -i=/.Lt".r        '.r 
-      - ---  -=  --„   i i     by Winstanley himself, but we also have

6»43=L------   _       114-1- 4-4 4* prints showing the collapse of the lighthouse

    ,    ' *;  in 1703 in an enormous storm in which
I   ..r X, -   -3--is,iIZ33*2*Qr -    Winstanley perished (see image#1).  In the

-                       -        -- -,s- 4--2     eighteenth century many outstanding prints
Above - Image #2 - An 18th century print of the Havana, Cuba lighthouse. of lighthouses were made in Europe,

including depictions of perhaps the most
Below - Image #3 - The lighthouse on Freshwater Cliff, Isle of Wight. Illustrated London News
1808. Both prints courtesy of the author.
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architecturally distinguished lighthouse ever in Europe, since by the late nineteenth
built, Le Cordouan in France, and also of century  they were being replaced by Grosvenor Prints
lighthouses in the American colonies, such photographs as a means of reproduction. 25/32 Shelton Street
as Havana, Cuba (see image #2). Two examples of late nineteenth century Covent Garden

In   England   in the first   half  of the prints of California lighthouses can be seen London WC2H 9HP
eighteenth century one of the most famous      in the accompanying illustration Gee image United Kingdom
engravers was George Vertue, who made    #5) on the back cover.

many prints of lighthouses, and who, in No one knows how many engravings and Kenrick A. Claflin & Son
1736, donated a large collection to the etchings of lighthouses were produced, but James W Claflin
Bodleian Library in Oxford, where they can the number is certainly in the hundreds, 30 Hudson Street
still be seen. When Grace Darling and her and probably the thousands.   Each of these Northborough, MA 01532-1922
father, the lighthouse keeper of the Ferne     was in tum usually printed in multiple copies,

Islands, performed their famous rescue of   so it is often possible today to buy a high- Argosy Book and Print Store
the crew of the steamer Fo«arshire in 1838, quality antique lighthouse print, sometimes 116 East 59th Street
the feat was the subject of dozens of prints. hundreds of years old, for a relatively small New York, New York
An example of an early nineteenth century amount of money, although the prices are
British print is that of the lighthouse on the rising. Paul Proute S.A.
Isle of Wight (see image #3). A British Many large cities contain print sellers 74, rue de Seine
print of the last part of the nineteenth is     but only a few have stores where the prints 75006 Paris
that of the lighthouse in St. Pierre-Port, are adequately categorized by subject, and France

Guernsey (see image #4). fewer still maintain a separate category for
Most American prints of lighthouses were "lighthouses." Among those that do, the The Old Print Gallery

made  in the nineteenth century, and following are among the most helpful: 1220 31st Street, N.W.
American prints had a shorter life span than Washington, D.C. 20007

84 Charing Cross Bookstore
6411 Detroit Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44102
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Image #4 - The new light tower at Pierre-Port, Guernsey March 30,1867. Courtesy of the author.
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Her lights brighten homes all across
America..                              2.

DONNA ELIAS'
'GREAT AMERICAN LlGHTHOUSES"
Collection

11America's most loved series of lighthouse art!
Celebrating 150 historic American lights!                                                          4

..ABeautiful watercolor prints and limited editions you will
cherish for a lifetimel

1&4/4,/Ztart Uour collection  today...
Ask for Donna Elias' vreat American Lighthouses" . 0  : I./
collection  at fine shops  and galleries nationwide. .....:.7.1.   '. l... 4.,

44                                     ..:...:
'.4,91...  .    ..., 1<2*14:.4 /   1Im

+A n a   *Il
'..

-2                                              'R

Great American Lighthouses'
For more information and a free brochure call or write:

Resort Graphics. Inc.. 447 Carson Avenue, Atlantic City. NJ 08401 • 1-800-621-2440

Hefp  Sponsor &  become a Member of tfie                                                                            d

THE NATIONAL LIGHTHOUSE z             SITIE PLAN
CENTER   & MUSEUM, Staten Isfani New Yolli        5 \, PIER

What was once the center ofoperations for the U.S. Lighthouse Service Sdrne   tof    the    mA, 16.t, Lightships, Tenders
is becoming a destination for the world's lighthouse enthusiasts and an 6*us .flghthouses  li        ,                & Tourboats
exciting attraction for the millions of visitors  from the Staten Island Ferry:      thep:ountry,   are   less        ,   ,
The seven historic 19th and early 20th century buildings will provide an #t nyan  hour's  bdat 1   . 11 . LIGHTHOUSE PLAZA
ideal setting for exhibits and interactive displays. The Museum will

feature     A '6 fl ,m tA,vihier.        21 '• Depot Lighthouse
4 41'\ 51tighthouses of the world, classical lenses, lamps, technologies, modern          ,     9    ,      Irl,   \        /Outdoor Exhibitsaids to navigation-plus personal histories of lighthouse keepers and their      1      '«  \        \  ..1 \           1.1·      ,          /

families. Outdoor exhibits will include lightships, tenders, buoys,  fog sig.         ,            1,       4, 3,            9 \     '
, MACHINE SHOP

nals, and a restoration of the original Depot Lighthouse. ,

\ \\ \     ·     -   -    , Cafa / Restaurant

4   1-ESTIMATED COSTS , 1
.6             . '      1907 LAMP SHOP

i           4More than five million dollars have been raised, but it
will take another $15 million dollars to complete the project. ZM9-6       12-IMuseum Reception

*'f   1-        P 
.r Museum Store

Your contribution is especially important since it comes at the e " C.i -- c   Llivery beginning of our effort when a small amount can have a > \3     "1=                  .. ORIGINAL LAMP SHOP
big effect. Museum Exhibits

Become a 'launch" member for $25 or more, and help »R :,0 'ilililaill"/Fil#/Fl-*-*-/  '4 it  1,       <      ADMINISTRATION BLDG.sponsor this exciting new Museum. Please mail to:
2 Island ' 1    AIDI11        1         Museum offices &

National Lighthouse Center & Museum A " « ' , / '          - - -1         Archives
One Lighthouse Plaza
Stolen Island, NY 10301

UNDERGROUND.  AULTS : , r--'1  BARRACKS BUILDING
Special Exhibils #  -                   L--·•·-'        Galleries/Workshops

(718) 556-1681 e-mail: info@lighthousemuseum.org
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